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The role of Vermont state agencies in the development and coordination of eight 
projects funded under Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) 
is discussed. The eight special schools participating are listed, as are four out of 
state schools attended by Vermont children under the same Title. Consideration is 
given the following agency functions: operations and services, information 
dissemination, program evaluation, problem areas including types of assistance most 
needed, and interrelationships with other ESEA titles and state and federal programs 
for the handicapped. Two evaluation reports are outlined, one of a project at the 
Vermont Association for Crippled Children for service extension and work toward 
refinement of diagnosis of multiply handicapped children and one of a project at the 
Brandon Training School for Instructional extension and Improveroent for 
institutionalized mentally retarded children. A list of instruments for measuring the 
impact of project services on handicapped children is provided, as are the trainable 
mentally retarded performance profile record booklet and two newspaper articles 
about the project at Brandon School. (SN) 
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INTRODUCTION 



During the Fiscal Year 1967 eight Title I projects for Children in 
Schools for Handicapped, Operated or Supported by State Agencies, were funded 
under P.L. 89-313. Listed below are the special schools which qualified for 
Title 1 participation together with the type of handicapped children or youth 



enrolled In each: 

Name and Address of School 

Austine School for the Deaf 
Brattleboro, Vermont 

Brandon Training School 
Brandon , Vermont 



Type of Handicap(s) 

Speech Impairment and/or 
Deafness 

Severely Mentally Retarded 



Caver ly Child Health Center 
Pittsford, Vermont 

Jospehine B. Baird Children's Ctr. 
Burlington, Vermont 

Vt • Association for the Crippled 
Rutland, Vermont 

Vermont State Hospital 
Water bury, Vermont 

Weeks School 
Ver genne s , Vermont 

State House of Correction 
Windsor, Vermont 



Physical Defects, 
Malnutrition, Etc. 

Seriously Emotionally 
Disturbed 

Multiply Handicapped 



Highly Emotionally Disturbed 
or Mentally Retarded 

Emotional Instability and/or 
Academic Retardation 

Social Maladjustment and/or 
Emotional Instability 



res 



In addition to the above schools, handicapped children and youth from 
ident Vermont families are participating in Title 1 programs in the fol 



lowing out-of-state institutions, with support from SEA funds: 

American School for the Deaf, Jest Hartford, Connecticut 



Clarke School for the Deaf, Northampton, Massachusetts 
Crotched Mountain School for the Deaf, Creenfield, New Hampshire 



Perkins School for the Blind, Jatertown, Massachusetts 



r 





STATE EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES 



OPERATIONS 
AND SERVICES: 

A number of personal conferences were arranged at the State Agency 
between the Title I staff and directors of educational programs for the handi- 
capped, to assist them in the development of their project proposals* The 
Special Education Consultant made on-site visits to each of the seven of our 
State-supported programs, giving assistance to their staffs in the evaluation 
of their activities and helping to improve the quality of their programs. 

The Title I Coordinator also visited several of thes special programs to 
review their projects and to offer suggestions and encouragement. 

Directors of special schools for the handicapped, together with their 
teaching personnel, also attended the regional conferences sponsored by the 
State Educational Agency in their respective areas. 

The State Commissioners of the Department of Mental Health and the De- 
partment of Corrections reviewed and approved each project proposal submitted 
by the agencies under their jurisdiction. The Director of the Division of 
Special Education of the State Department of Education also worked closely 
with those special agency schools which received some financial support from 
her Division. Other members of her staff also have provided consultative ser- 
vices, such as speech therapy and psychological testing, during project 
operation and evaluation. 

DISSEMINATION: 

State operated or supported programs for handicapped children have done 
an effective job in disseminating information about exemplary projects through 
local and State press releases. As an example, a feature story on the project 
at the Brandon Training School appeared in the July 27th issue of the Rutland 
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Herald together with a lead editorial on the same date. Copies of each are 
attached to this report under the section entitled "Supplementary Materials 

Section II". 

Three outside consultants were also involved in providing assistance 
to State agency operated or supported schools for handicapped children. 

EVALUATION: 

In November, 1966, the SEA added to its staff a Special Education Con- 
sultant with a directed assignment to work in close cooperation with directors 
of special agency programs. In addition, a part-time consultant with two 
years of prior experience in the U.S. Office of Education, Division of Com- 
pensatory Education, was employed for a two months period in the Spring of 
1967 to assist in the development of the State evaluation instrument and also 
to give assistance to the State Agency operated or supported programs for 
handicapped children. 

MAJOR PROBLEM AREAS: 

Some common problems of major concern were encountered by all special 
agencies. They reported difficulty in planning, staffing and budgeting be- 
cause of the delay by the Congress in finalizing Federal funding. No steps 
could be taken to solve these administrative problems since their resolution 

was purely a matter of Congressional action. 

Recruitment of specialized personnel to work with children having hearing 

and speech handicaps, children who are crippled, children who have severe 
emotional problems or who are afflicated with serious mental deficiencies 
presented a most difficult problem. A wide search for out-of-state personnel, 
the offer of reasonable and competitive salaries and intensive in-service 
training programs all contributed to a fairly satisfactory alleviation of 

this situation. 
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At the Vermont State Hospital in Waterbury, where a successful summer 
camping experience was carried on, the problems arising from use of hospital 
staff personnel who are nursing-oriented have been resolved this year by adding 
to the staff an education specialist who is directing the education program. 

At the Josephine B. Baird Children’s Center in Burlington, the problem 
of finding suitable facilities for remedial instruction was resolved by a 
change in room location to one far removed from the usual distracting noises 
created by a hyper-active group of children. 

Types of Assistance Most Needed by the SEA 

The SEA staff is not aware of the need for assistance in either the area 
of reviewing proposals or operations and services as they relate to State 
Agency operated or supported programs for handicapped children. 

In the area of in-service training for State Agency staff and in the 
techniques of evaluation of Title I programs for handicapped children, the 
use of consultants from the U.S. Office of Education for intensive workshop 
sessions would be most helpful. 

INTER-RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER TITLES OF ESEA AND 
OTHER STATE AND FEDERAL PROGRAMS FOR THE HANDICAPPED: 

The Austine School for the Deaf in Brattleboro serves as a Distribution 
Center for Captioned Films, utilizing many of these films in its project. 

The Vermont Association for the Crippled, an agency for the multi- 
handicapped at Rutland, extends diagnosis into areas of language and education. 

At the Brandon Training School, foster grandparents under the A.O.A. 

Foster Grandparents Program attended an in-service training workshop con- 
ducted by Dr. John Cassell, Project Consultant for the School. Five foster 
grandparents accompanied their children to Title I program activities and 
on field trips. 

At the Vermont State Hospital in Waterbury, a student from one of the 
State Colleges was employed as an aide during the summer, under the college 
work- study program. 
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SUMMARIES OP EVALUATION REPORTS OP 
EXEMPLARY PROJECTS: 



Vtitngat Assoc let ion for thi Crippled, Inc»> Rutland 



Project Title: 



Service Extension end Work Toward Ref inement 
of Diegnosis of Multiply Handicapped Children 



Objectives: 



(1) To experiment in areas of diagnosis, physical - 
development aides and use of new equipment* 



(2) To provide staff in-service training through 
professional movies, lectures and demonstrations. 



(3) To institute a Physical Development Program 
under the direction of the Physical Therapy De- 
partment* 

(4) To fill in learning-experience gaps of handi- 
capped and culturally deprived children through 
educational films and other audio-visual aids. 



Evaluative 

Techniques: 



Program 
Content : 



(1) Opportunity for the staff to observe via the 
one-way window, techniques of diagnostic testing* 

(2) Close observation of each individual child to 
evaluate results of medication, tharapy and parti- 
cipation in small group activities. 

(3) Results of pre- and post-testing in the 
physical development program and in remedial 
reading* 

(4) Factual reports on observations made* 

(1) Health aide project to coordinate dispensing 
of prescribed medication to be given regularly, 
regardless of where the child is* 

(2) Staff conferences with the Reading Specialist 
of the State Department of Education and a Consul- 
tant on Psychological Testing* 

(3) Extensive use for instructional purposes of 
overhead projector, films, film strips, tapes and 
records* 

(4) Renovation and equipping of room for use in 
Typing - Tutoring - Testing* 

(5) Occupational Therapy aide to work with four 
children whose therapy consisted of crafts rather 
than a specific therapy approach* 
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Brandon Training School 



Projact Tit la: 



Instructional Extension and Improvement for 
Institutionalised Mentally Retarded Children 



Objectives: 



(1) To improve performance of practical skills 
for academic and vocational readiness. 

(2) To improve communication abilities. 



(3) To improve social behavior. 



Evaluative 
Techniques : 



Program 
Content : 



(4) To improve body usage. 

TMR Performance Profile administered at onset end 
conclusion of the program. (This best served the 
project as it allowed the staff to "measure and 
assess the child at two points end to compare the 
child against himself in broad areas of concern 
to us.") 

Dally anecdotal records were also kept on each child, 
a sample of which is contained in the Evaluation 
Report submitted earlier to the Division of Compen- 
satory Education. 

Instructional extension consisting of: (1) activity 

programs to prepare pre-school and kindergarten-age 
mentally retarded children towards academic end 
training readiness $ (2) programs to improve self- 

care skills. 

Academic improvement of the instructional staff 
through in-service training and consultation, by 
employment of an education specialist. 

Tenting Day Camp with activity stations of arts 
and crafts, music and dance, physical education 
and games. In conjunction with this activity, 
reading labs and speech stimulation labs were also 

provided. 

Family style settings in the dormitories with 
teacher aides Involved with eating, dressing, 
grooming, etc. 

Conmunity setting activities through field trips. 

Sumner Camping Program for primary and elementary 
retarded children. 
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